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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM
The primary concern of the modern Language Arts program is the
development of desirable knowledge, skill, and attitudes in oral and written
communication, and in reading and listening. The importance of such a
program, focusing on the interests and needs of the student, and meeting
individual differences, is universally recognized by present-day educators.
Assignments in written and oral composition, selected arbitrarily by
the teacher, and given to the pupil with little consideration for his
attitude toward the enforced task, have been recognized as part of an out-
dated technique in the Language Arts. Lucia B. Mirrieless^ says:
There are hundreds upon hundreds of schools in our forty-eight
states where, with community approval, strict discipline is imposed
upon pupils, and where traditional-minded teachers offer traditional
courses in literature and the history of literature, regardless of
the community level of culture or the needs and interests of the
students.
Steps have been taken recently to determine the interests of
secondary school pupils in order to provide motivation for oral and written
communication. Although it seems inevitable that the interests of the
non-college students will not always coincide with those of the college
preparatory students, few studies or surveys have been conducted to reveal
interest difference between the groups.
x Lucia B. Mirrielees. Teaching Composition and Literature in Junior
and Senior High School, Harcourt, Brace and Co., New York, 1947. p. vi
J
**
Statement of the problem. The purpose of this investigation is to
discover the immediate areas of interest of the non-college twelfth-grade
student. The writer wishes to find the answers to the following questions:
1. What are the areas of interest of twelfth-grade non-college
students ?
2. Is there a difference in the interest areas of boys and of girls ?
3. If so, in what areas do they differ ?
4. Is there a difference in interest areas of the boys and girls in
cities, suburban areas and rural communities ?
5. If so, in what areas do they differ ?
6. '/fhat are the common interest areas of all boys and girls on the
non-college twelfth-grade level ?
Inasmuch as a parallel study is being conducted in the state of
Maine, the relation between the results of that study and the results of
this writer's investigation will be reported.
Importance of the study
.
Leading educators have long recognized the
importance of interest in the teaching-learning situation on all school
levels. John Dewey^ says:
In behalf of interest it is claimed that it is t he sole guarantee
of attention; if we can secure interest in a given set of facts or
ideas, we may be perfectly sure that the pupil will direct his energies
toward mastering them; if we can secure interest in a certain moral
train or line of conduct, we are equally safe in assuming that the
child's activities are responding in that direction; if we have not
^ John Dewey. Interest and Effort in Sducation. Houghton Mifflin
Company, Boston, 1913. p. 1.

secured interest, we have no safeguard as to what will be done in any
given case.
In his discussion of the psychology of interest, Dewey3 continues:
"
• . . interest is personal; it signifies a direct concern; a recognition
of something at stake, something whose outcome is important for the
individual.
"
The writer, accepting Dewey's definition, believes that the use of
student interest will promote a healthier pupil attitude toward the Language
Arts, and will thereby result in the improvement of the teaching of English.
A report in the National Survey of Secondary Education/* states ;
The list of objectives suggests that builders of the course of study
in English have need of returning with their pupils to the essential
source of expression, emotional and intellectual stimulation through
experience to discover those normal activities of social and business
life in which correctness and form of expression find their only reason
for being. The goal of these educators was to relate everything a
student learned whether in school courses or from outside activities to
student interest.
Having presented some evidence substantiating the importance of
interest in the teaching-learning situation, the writer is next concerned
with the problem of the non-college student. Because a large percentage
of the pupils in the secondary schools are experiencing their last formal
education, it is imperative that this education be made as meaningful and
valuable to them as possible. Herein lies the essence of a democratic
educational system. Those students whose education ends at grade twelve
in American schools must be helped to develop skills which they can take
——————————
3 John Dewey. Ibid. p. 16.
^ National Survey of Secondary Education, Instruction in English,
Monograph No. 20, U. S. Government Printing Office, 'Washington, 1935. p. 23.

away with them, into life, and which they can use in making their liveli-
hoods, in serving as citizens, and in enjoying worthy self-realization.
This study, then, seeks to discover interest areas of non-college
twelfth-grade students in order to open a door to more effective teaching
and learning in the field of the Language Arts. Through interest-centered
Language Arts activities, terminal students may attain a new proficiency
in the most important phase of social living, the giving and getting of
ideas.
r
CHAPTER II
PREVIOUS RELATED RESEARCH
Although some studies concerning the interests of high school students
have been conducted, research has failed to uncover any interest survey
planned exclusively for the study of the terminal student and his interests.
Because little has been done in this field, the following references are
only incidentally pertinent to the present investigation.
J. H. Coleman^ conducted a survey at Columbia University some years
ago in which he surveyed the written composition interests of junior and
senior high school pupils. In this investigation, Coleman sampled a wide
area and a large number of students, but he made no distinction between boys
and girls who were going to college, and those who were terminal students,
2Kathenne Alberti's study of student preferences in written composi-
tion in the senior high school revealed the type of assignments that students
in grades 10, 11 and 12 preferred. Her survey found, however, that the topics
used in the assignments, influenced students* preferences more than did the
kinds of assignments. This is most significant for the present study as it
emphasizes the importance of the interest factor in assigning work.
J, H. Coleman. "Written Composition Interests of Junior and Senior
Hi^h School Pupils , Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia
University, New York, 1931
2 Katherine Alberti. Student Preferences in "Written Composition in
Grades 10.11. and 12. unpublished Ed. M. thesis, Boston University 1948
rr
6Catherine McDonald studied the student preferences in written com-
position on the junior high school level. In this study Miss McDonald also
found that the topics used influenced children's choices more than did the
types of assignments made. Topics dealing with personal experience and
personal interest rated highest. On this junior high school level, however,
no breakdown into college preparatory and non-college groups was possible.
Glenn If, Wilcox^" conducted a survey which studies the students' orefer-
ences for written composition topics and assignments on the 9th grade level.
He found the preferences of boys and girls on this chosen level, but, again,
did not take into consideration the college and non-college groups within the
larger group.
5Dale Zellar reported on the reading interests of 2,052 girls and
1,995 boys of junior high school age. He found that action and humor are
important factors in choosing reading materials for this level. His study,
however, is related to the writer's investigation only in that it recognizes
the importance of interest.
J Catherine McDonald. Student Preferences in Written Composition
Assignments in 7th, 8th and 9th Grades
,
unpublished fid. M. thesis, Boston
University, 1945.
^ Glenn W. Wilcos. Student Preferences for Written Composition, Topics
and Assignments in the 9th Grade
,
unpublished fid. M. thesis, Boston University,
1947.
^ Dale Zellar. The Relative Importance of Factors of Interest in
Reading Materials , Teachers College, Columbia University Contributions to
Education, No. 8A1, Bureau of Publications, New York, 1941.

F. E. Vickery made use of a check list similar in physical make-up
to that used in this investigation, in order to discover adolescent interests
in social problems. This study is mentioned here because of its emphasis on
interest in one of the categories included in this writer's questionnaire.
R. P. Fischer''' says: "... considerable attention has been given
lately to the measurement of the interests of the student." In his study
he asks if the interests of young persons are relatively stable or if they
fluctuate with changing conditions. His investigation was conducted on a
different level from this writer's study, inasmuch as its purpose was to
provide material for improved college and university curricula. Hie
emphasis, however, remains on interest.
These studies, though not concerned directly with the interest of
the terminal student, point to the need for research in the field of
interest, unrelated to sssignments or composition topics. AlbertL°and
Q
McDonald 7 both found that the topic used in assignments influenced students 1
choices more than did the kinds of assignments. From these reports one may
conclude that the medium of teaching communication is incidental and of
relative unimportance so long as one uses student interest for motivation
and assignment.
0 F. E. Vickery. Adolescent Interest in Social Problems , Journal of
Educational Research, V. 40, December 1946.
7 R. P. Fischer. Do The Interests of Students Indicate The Need of
a Liberal Education 2 > Journal of Educational Research, V. 37, April 1944.
8 Katherine Alberti. Op. Cit.
9 Catherine McDonald. Op. Cit.
r
Experimental classes, trying new teaching techniques, and giving
attention to student interests on all levels, have been described in .English
For Social Living^ edited by Roberts, Kaulfers and Kefauver of Stanford
University. The reports, however, are not based on any widespread survey,
but rather on local conditions existing within a class. They are,
nonetheless, attempts to find the individual interests of students, in order
to treat separate cases individually.
These studies demonstrate that the importance of getting and
maintaining student interest has been recognized in the teaching-learning
situation. They show, further, that the terminal student and his problem
have not been widely considered in recent research.
±u Roberts, Kaulfers and Kefauver. English For Social Living
,
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. New York, 1943.

CHAPTER III
PLAN OF INVESTIGATION
Construction of survey questionnaire . The purpose of this chapter
is to describe the questionnaire used in this study and the methods emp]
in its construction and revision. The writer chose this type of measuring
instrument because it seemed to be the most efficient means of reaching a
large number of students living in widely separated localities.
The study concerns the interest of twelfth-grade non-college students
because previous surveys have almost completely ignored terminal students
as a group.
In collaboration with another graduate student, the writer prepared
an interest-area survey questionnaire which was administered to seven
hundred ten (710) non-college twelfth-grade students in ten western New Yorl
state communities. The questionnaire was not designed to discover every
possible interest, but rather to determine general areas of interest. Each
main area was sub-divided, not for the purpose of narrowing student choice,
but to explain the principal areas and provide some thought stimulation.
The individual items were derived as a result of an examination of
several sources: English assignments in eight high-school textbooks^- were
tabulated and grouped according to the areas of interest which they
represented; interest surveys of high-school students in general, reported
in unpublished Boston University and Columbia University theses were
1 See bibliography, t
2 See bibliography. +
tt
examined; suggestions from teachers in the field of the Language Arts were
received and incorporated in the questionnaire during the period of its
development; finally, two hundred fifty mimeographed copies of the
questionnaire were sent to high-schools in the Boston area to be administered
to pupils for the purpose of discovering ambiguous items. The results of
this trial sample were tabulated and the questionnaire was revised to
clarify items that were misinterpreted. As a result, additional space was
provided for the students to write in any interests that did not otherwise
appear. The questionnaire was divided into three parts: Part I listed the
interest areas and defined them by suggested breakdowns; Part II provided
for preference listing of the first five choices listed in Part I; Part III
provided for free writing. In this section, the student was permitted to
write in any interest that did not appear in Parts I or II.
The following ten schools participated in the investigation:
Rochester, N. Y.
Rochester, N. Y.
Rochester, N. Y.
Charlotte, N. Y.
Pavilion, N. Y.
Lima, N. Y.
Avon, N. Y.
South Byron, N. Y.
Le Roy, N. Y.
Batavia, N. Y.
These communities range in size from large industrial cities to
suburban and rural areas in which social and economic levels are sampled as
they occur normally in the population. For purposes of tabulating the
communities have been divided as follows:
Monroe High School
Madison High School
John Marshall High School
Charlotte High School
Pavilion Central School
Lima High School
Avon Central School
South Byron Central School
Le Roy High School
Batavia High School

11
1. Population of 1,000 to 7,500.
2. Population of 7,500 to 25,000.
3. Population over 25,000.
A total of 710 non-college twelfth-grade students cooperated in
this survey.
limitations. In order to cover as many areas of interest as possible,
the questionnaire listed several items high in student interest that served,
perhaps, to suggest other topics to the students. Kelatively few students
iook advantage of the blanks to insert any interests which did not appear
otherwise. Some simply indicated their interest or lack of interest in the
items that appeared on the printed form. As a result of these two diffi-
culties, some areas of interest are not as clearly outstanding as they might
have been if every student had written more freely in Part I.
The only alternate conclusion to the above is that the students who
wrote in no other interests had none. This, of course, may hot safely be
assumed.
Method of administering the questionnaire. The questionnaire was
delivered to the heads of the English departments in the ten schools
previously listed. These teachers, who were familiar with the survey and
its purpose, distributed the questionnaire to the proper classes, allowing
each student as much time as he needed to fill out the form completely. The
pupil was permitted to ask the teacher about any item which he did not
understand.
f
The average time taken by each pupil was about twenty minutes.
When the questionnaire was returned, responses were counted and
tabulated according to the breakdown in Chapter IV.

The following schools in these communities participated in this
investigation
:
Monroe High School
Madison High School
John Marshall High School
Charlotte High School
Pavilion Central School
Avon Central School
South Byron Central School
Le Roy High School
Batavia high School
Rochester, New York
Rochester, New York
Rochester, New York
Charlotte, New York
Pavilion, New York
Avon, New York
South Byron, New York
Le Koy, New York
Batavia, New York
The schools were divided into three groups as follows:
1. Population of 1,000 to 7,500
2. Population of 7,500 to 25,000
3. copulation over 25,000

CHAPTER IV
TABLE I
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in
Watching
Outdoor Activities
Skiing
Fishing
Hunting
Gardening
Adventure
Reading about
Writing about
Exploration
Travel
U. S. A.
Foreign Lands
Aviation
Travelling in planes
Flying planes
Working on planes
Collecting
Stamps
Knick-knacks
Phonograph records
Programs
Hobbies
Photography-
Keeping a scrap book
Model railroads
Making or Building
Model Airplanes
Woodworking
78.7
55.2
40.5
48.5
65.4
14.5
47.7
12.4
70.9
84.5
62.1
55.8
62.6
42.9
16.0
6.5
30.7
9.0
32.2
12.3
26.8
37.8
52.7
15.9
37.6
33.3
35.7
23.1
33.0
36.0
28.3
20.5
10.1
26.1
31.4
24.7
26.9
26.7
23.7
34.7
29.3
40.1
42.1
27.4
38.8
34.1
5.4
7.2
26.2
15.8
11.5
52.5
16.3
59.3
8.6
5.4
11.8
12.8
12.7
30.2
57.3
69.8
34.6
61.7
27.7
45.6
45.8
23.4
13.2
M
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TABLE I (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY # MILDLY % MOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Machinery
Designing 27.7 33.2 49.1
Working on 56.6 25.7 17 7
Motion Pictures
Attending 76.6 19.4 4.0
Acting in 13.2 43.4 43.4
Directing 16.4 27.1 56.5
Plavs and Dramatics
Acting in 34.6 28.0 37.4
Attending 55.2 33.6 11.2
Writing 13.8 16.1 7n n
Directing 14.0 20.8 65.2
Radio and Television
Listening 80.3 15.8 3.9
Acting in 25.0 28.4 46 6
Automobiles
Driving 90.1 6.9 3.0
Building 40.2 32.2 27.6
Working on 58.3 25.3 16.4
U. S. Services
Army 21.9 37.4 40.7
Navy 32.1 34.7 33.2
Marines 24.8 37.4 37.8
Air Force 52.2 30.0 17.8
Classes
English 21.7 35.5 42.8
Reading 32.4 35.6 32.0
Writing 11.7 33.8 54.5
Speaking 27.0 32.5 40.5
Science 42.3 32.6 25.1
Mathematics 37.2 31.4 31.4
Social Studies 47.6 31.6 *dU.o
Home Economics 13.4 27.5 59.1
Industrial Arts 59.1 27.2 13.7
Music 26.9 32.6 40.5
Art 23.5 32.1 44.4
Physical Education 71.5 18.6 19.9

TABLE I (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED
INTEREST AREA 1o GREATLY
INTERESTEiJ
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Famous People
Read About
Meet
Current Events
Politics
Names-in-the-news
National
International
lomemaking
Decorating
Cooking
Sewing
Building
Careers and Vocations
Doctor
Lawyer
Plumber
Teacher
Carpenter
Books
Fiction
Non-fiction
Classics
Animals
Owning
Raising
Training
Dancing
Social
Square
Folk
Clothes
Designing
Being in style
In other lands
Making your own
42./,
64.6
20.2
24.2
44.7
39.9
23.5
18.5
2.6
44.7
8.4
12.6
7.0
11.6
26.6
61.0
42.6
19.3
69.9
57.5
53.8
59.5
46.9
12.9
7.0
56.4
10.2
3.3
43.9
28.8
49.7
57.0
34.3
37.8
27.9
34.3
12.3
33.4
28.6
22.4
35.3
14.9
33.2
32.2
47.2
36.5
20.7
27.2
28.9
24.7
29.4
35.8
19.0
29.0
25.5
10.3
13.7
6.6
30.1
18.8
21.0
22.3
48.6
47.2
85.1
21.9
63.0
65.0
57.7
73.5
40.2
6.8
10.2
44.2
9.4
15.3
17.3
15.8
23.7
51.3
74.0
14.6
64.3
86.4
*
TABLE I (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
School Activities
Glee Club
Inter-class activities
Class Parties
Yearbook
School newspaper
bpular Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
Classical Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
Art
Painting
Drawing
Sculpture
Architecture
Farming
General
Dairying
Chicken
Humor and Jokes
Reading
Hearing
"Writing
Telling
Industries
Automobile
Aviation
Radio-Television
Magazines
Reading
Writing for
Drawing for
17.3
35.4
55.6
53.8
37.1
83.6
40.8
6.8
39.4
12.8
2.9
19.5
31.5
11.3
20.7
42.0
41.9
18.5
58.7
82.8
20.0
61.9
52.3
52.6
51.0
73.9
19.0
17.9
25.1
36.3
27.9
31.5
32.6
12.9
29.2
18.4
29.2
23.8
7.0
32.0
31.3
23.9
21.8
27.6
28.1
41.0
29.7
14.1
28.2
27.7
25.5
32.9
33.8
20.0
22.8
24.3
57.6
28.3
16.5
14.7
30.3
3.5
30.0
74.8
31.4
63.4
90.1
48.5
37.4
64.8
57.5
30.4
30.0
40.5
11.6
3.1
51.8
10.4
22.2
14.5
15.2
6.1
58.2
57.8
*
TABLE I (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL BOYS SURVEYED
$ GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
INTEREST AREA
Selling
ewspapers
Reading
Reporting for
Writing for
Selling
Religion
Attending Church
Teaching Sunday School
Church clubs
Other religions
Social Good Manners
Etiquette
Good taste in clothes
Conversational ability
Being popular
Citizenship
Race Discrimination
Labor Problems
6.7
68.2
36.1
17.1
4.2
66.2
8.3
24.7
16.5
66.3
69.0
66.8
61.9
59.0
42.5
22.2
26.2
31.2
19.8
14.3
27.9
25.7
30.4
28.4
25.0
23.4
21.9
29.8
28.2
40.0
71.1
5.6
32.7
63.1
81.5
5.9
66.0
44.9
55.1
8.7
7.6
11.3
8.3
12.8
17.5

TABLE II
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
% GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
"
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
INTEREST AREA
Sports and Athletics
Participating in
Watching
Outdoor Activities
Skiing
Fishing
Hunting
Gardening
Adventure
Reading about
Writing about
Exploration
Travel
U. S. A.
Foreign Lands
Aviation
Travelling in planes
Flying planes
Working on planes
Collecting
Stamps
Knick-knacks
Phonograph records
Programs
Hobbies
Photography-
Keeping a scrap book
Model railroads
Making or Building
Model airplanes
Woodworking
Machinery-
Designing
Working on
81.5
44.6
33.8
26.2
61.5
10.7
50.7
7.6
63.0
84.6
53.6
53.6
60.0
43.0
4.7
4.7
35.3
1.2
29.2
6.1
20.1
24.6
56.9
15.3
63.1
13.8
50.7
40.0
49.2
24.6
35.3
40.0
38.8
26.2
15.4
33.8
35.6
24.6
32.3
26.2
35.3
40.1
38.8
50.7
35.3
30.7
49.2
35.3
49.2
23.
4.7
4.7
26.2
24.6
13.9
54.0
9.3
53.6
10.8
12.6
10.8
15.4
24.7
69.1
60.0
24.6
60.0
20.1
58.6
49.2
26.2
7.8
35.5

TABLE II (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY % MILDLY % NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Motion Pictures
Attending
Acting in
Directing
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in
Attending
Writing
Directing
Radio and Television
Listening
Acting in
Automobiles
Driving
Building
'/forking on
U. S. Services
Army
Navy-
Marines
Air Force
Classes
English
Reading
Vifriting
Speaking
Science
Mathematic s
Social Studies
Home Economics
Industrial Arts
Music
Art
Physical Education
Famous People
Read about
Meet
81.6
10.7
6.1
36.9
55.4
3.
1.5
84.7
24.6
90.8
26.1
60.
15.3
30.7
20.0
50.7
16.9
27.6
12.3
24.6
30.7
35.3
35.3
10.7
66.1
23.0
21.5
66.1
23.0
66.1
16.9
36.9
32.3
30.7
38.4
16.9
12.3
12.3
30.7
7.6
46.1
27.6
50.7
44.6
40.
29.2
38.4
46.1
38.4
36.9
43.
32.3
36.9
35.3
30.7
36.9
33.8
21.5
66.1
27.6
1.5
52.4
61.6
32.4
6.2
80.1
86.2
3.0
44.7
1.6
27.8
12.4
34.0
24.7
40.
20.1
44.7
26.3
49.3
38.5
26.3
12.4
27.8
54.
3.2
40.1
44.7
12.4
10.9
6.3
*
TABLE II (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 to 7,500
INTEREST AREA $ GREATLY jS MILDLY fo NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Current Events
Politics
Names-in-the-news
National
International
iomemaking
Decorating
Cooking
Sewing
Building
Careers and Vocations
Doctor
Lawyer
Plumber
Teacher
Carpenter
Books
Fiction
Non-fiction
Classics
16.9
24.6
44.6
33.8
21.5
20.
1.5
40.
4.6
16.9
7.6
16.9
26.1
63.1
36.9
10.7
47.7
60.0
41.5
44.6
30.7
33.8
12.3
38.4
36.9
21.5
32.3
16.9
44.6
30.7
56.9
41.5
35.4
15.4
13.9
21.6
47.8
46.2
86.2
21.6
58.5
61.6
60.1
66.2
29.3
6.2
6.2
47.8
Animals
Owning
Raising
Training
69.3
50.7
44.6
24.6
36.9
36.9
6.1
12.4
18.5
Dancing
Social
Square
Folk
Clothes
Designing
Being in style
In other lands
Making your own
52.3
50.7
13.8
7.6
63.1
6.1
1.5
30.7
38.4
40.
27.6
32.3
30.7
10.7
17.0
10.9
46.2
64.8
46.
61.2
87.8
School Activities
Glee Club
Inter-class activities
21.5
40.
27.6
40.
50.9
20.
r
TABLE II (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 to 7,500
INTEREST AREA p GREATLY $ MILDLY fo NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Class Parties 56.9 32.3 10.8
Yearbooks 41.5 33.4 20.1
School Newspaper 24.6 40. 35.4
Popular Music
Listening to 89.3 9.2 1.5
Playing 29.2 38.4 32.4
Composing 3.0 10.7 86.3
Classical Music
Listening to 46.1 35.3 18.6
Playing 12.3 23.0 64.7
Composing 1.5 4.6 93.9
Art
Painting 18.4 35.3 46.3
Drawing 33.8 30.7 35.5
Sculpture 9.2 21.5 69.3
Architecture 23.0 35.3 41.7
Farming
General 50.7 32.3 17.
Dairying 38.4 36.9 24.7
Chicken 16.9 36.9 46.2
Humor and Jokes
Reading 69.3 23. 7.7
Hearing 86.2 13.8
Writing 12.3 40. 47.7
Telling 52.3 36.9 10.8
Industries
Automobile 40. 23.0 37.
Aviation 47.7 36.9 15.4
Radio-Television 38.4 41.5 20.1
Magazines
Reading 78.5 20. 1.5
V/riting for 7.6 29.2 63.2
Drawing for 10.7 18.4 70.9
Selling 3.0 29.2 67.8
<
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PREFERENCES OF
TABLE II (Continued)
BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
# MILDLY
INTERESTED ALL
% NOT AT
INTERESTED
Newspapers
Reading 61.5 38.5
Reporting for 20. 43. 27.
Writing Tor 13.8 15.3 70.9
Selling 3.0 13.8 83.2
Religion
Attending ChuTph 6A..6 33.9 1.5
Teaching Sundav School 1.5 24.6 73.9
Church Clubs 30.7 L0. 29.3
Other Religions 12.3 24.6 63.1
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 58. A 32.3 9.3
Good 'haste in Clothes 63.1 29.2 7 7
Conversational Ability 50.7 29.2 20.1
Being popular 56.9 35.3 7.8
Citizenship
Racial Discrimination 46.1 41.5 12.4
Labor Problems 41.5 44.6 13.9
i<
TABLE III
PxREFERENCSS OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY $ MILDLY % NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in 76.8 15.8 7.4
.fetching 70.7 20.7 8.6
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 58.5 20.7 20.8
Fishing 68.3 21.9 9.8
Hunting 74.4 17.0 8.6
Gardening 21.9 30.4 47.7
Adventure
Reading about 53.6 17.0 29.4
Writing about 23.1 19.5 57.4
Exploration 91.4 4.8 3.8
Travel
U. S. A. 89.0 6.0 5.0
Foreign Lands 80.5 8.5 11.0
Aviation
Travelling in planes 69.5 17.0 13.5
Flying planes 73.0 20.7 6.3
Working on planes 54.8 15.8 29.4
Collecting
Stamps 31.7 25.6 42.7
Knick-knacks 7.3 10.9 81.8
Phonograph records 20.7 26.8 . 52.5
Programs 15.8 24.3 59.9
Hobbies
Photography 36.5 23.1 40.4
Keeping a scrap book 17.0 57.3 25.7
Model railroads 42.6 18.2 39.2
Making or Building
Model Airplanes 31.7 25.6 42.7
Woodworking 66.8 22.1 11.1
Machinery
Designing 40.2 26.8 33.0
Working on 64.6 18.2 17.2
<
TABLE III { Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY cjo MILDLY % NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Motion Fictures
Attending 82.9 10.9 6.2
Acting in 14.6 63.4 22.0
Directing 28.7 28.0 43.3
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 48.7 20.7 30.6
Attending 71.9 12.1 16.0
Writing 28. 0 18.2 53.8
Directing 28.0 28.0 44.0
Radio and Television
Listening 84.1 10.9 5.0
Acting in 36.1 21.9 42.0
Automobiles
Driving 89.0 6.0 5.0
Building 63.4 19.5 17.1
Working on 64.6 19.5 15.9
U. S. Services
Army 30.4 19.5 50.1
Navy 29.2 23.1 47.7
Marines 26.8 25.6 47.6
Air Force 60.9 29.2 9.9
Classes
English 25.6 18.2 56.2
Reading 36.5 15.8 47.7
Writing 9.7 17.0 73.3
Speaking 36.5 15.8 47.7
Science 48.7 19.5 31.8
Mathematics 48.7 21.9 29.4
Social Studies 67.0 14.6 18.4
Home Economics 20.7 14.6 64.7
Industrial Arts 73.1 19.5 7.4
Music 31.7 25.6 42.7
Art 21.9 23.1 55.0
Physical Education 79.2 13-4 7.4
Famous People
Read About 68.3 14.6 17.1
Meet 70.2 27.3 2.5

TABLE III (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BUYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA # GREATLY % MILDLY fo NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Current Events
Politics
Names-in-the-news
National
International
Homemaking
Decorating
Cooking
Sewing
Building
Careers and Vocations
Doctor
Lawyer
Plumber
Teacher
Carpenter
Books
Fiction
Non-fiction
Classics
23.1
24.3
45.1
50.9
24.8
17.3
4.8
47.5
8.5
10.9
6.8
4.8
30.4
69.0
49.5
27.8
54.8
56.1
18.2
20.7
15.8
28.0
9.7
23.1
19.5
18.2
49.2
7.3
19.5
27.3
37.0
25.8
22.1
19.6
36.7
28.4
59.4
54.7
85.5
29.4
72.0
70.9
44.0
87.9
50.1
3.7
13.5
46.4
Animals
Owning
Raising
Training
76.8
70.7
65.8
12.1
17.0
19.5
11.1
12.3
14.7
Dancing
Social
Square
Folk
67.0
63.4
16.3
14.6
12.1
30*9
18.4
24.5
52.8
Clothes
Designing
Being in style
In other lands
Making your own
School Activities
Glee Club
Inter-class activities
3.6
45.8
19.5
3.6
18.2
41.4
8.5
27.0
15.8
9.7
19.5
15.8
87.9
27.2
64.7
86.7
62.3
42.8
«
TABLE III (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
% GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
27
INTEREST AREA
Class Parties
Yearbook
School newspaper
Popular Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
Classical Music
Listening to
Playing
Compo sing
Art
Painting
Drawing
Sculpture
Architecture
Farming
General
Dairying
Chicken
Humor and Jokes
Reading
Hearing
Writing
Telling
Industries
Automobile
Aviation
Radio-Television
Magazines
Reading
Vfriting for
Drawing for
Selling
68.3
80.5
58.5
80.5
62.2
9.7
25.6
7.3
2.4
17.0
23.1
17.0
12.1
48.7
57.3
23.1
41.4
85.3
31.7
78.0
73.1
67.0
71.9
80.5
39.0
23.1
8.5
12.1
15.8
19.5
13.4
12.1
28.0
17.0
20.7
4.8
23.1
25.6
23.1
10.9
13.4
17.0
56.1
39.0
9.7
10.9
14.8
15.8
20.7
20.7
9.7
10.9
28.0
15.8
19.6
3.7
22.0
6.1
25.7
62.3
57.4
72.0
92.8
59.9
51.3
59.9
77.0
37.9
25.7
20.8
19.6
5.0
57.4
7.2
11.1
12.3
7.4
9.8
50.1
48.9
75.7
i<
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TABLE III (Continued)
BOYS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25 ,000
# GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
K 1T AT1
ATT TMTC, r5ETQ'TT5,n
Newspapers
Reading 80.5 8.5 11.0
Reporting ior 64.6 14.6
'•rising i or 23.1 10.9 oo .U
oeiung 2.4 8.5 CO T07.
1
Religion
Attending Church 71.9 19.5 O LO.O
Teaching Sunday School 15.8 23.1 At tol.l
Church clubs 17.0 8.5 74.5
Other religions 19.5 21.9 po.o
Social Good Manners
etiquette 82.9 7.3 Q O7.0
Good taste in clothes 71.9 18.2 9.9
Conversational ability 86.6 6.0 7.4
Being popular 71.7 19.7 8.6
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 75.6 18.2 6.2
labor Problems 50.0 24.3 25.7
*
PREFERENCES
TABLE IV
OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA '/o GREATLY ? MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
opuiTus etna. iiuiLLeuics
rartxcipauxng in 76.1 18.3 £ A9«o
/fetching 50.5 a.
6
Outdoor Activities
Skiing 24.4 39.4 90.
rxsning 51.1 36.1 l<c.o
60.5 27.7 n aXX . C
Gardening 11.1 33.3 55.6
ncdding cLDOUL 38.8 51.1 ±U.X
Writing about 6.6 26.6 66.8
Exploration 58.3 30.5 11.2
TV»a volXI d VCX
IT S A 80.0 18.9 X • X
Foreign Lands 52.2 36.1 11.7
A in <~> "f" 1 f^Y~\Aviai/Xon
irdvcxi 1 Hg, XXI pXcLliCO 44.4 41.6 Xi+ .u
r lying pianes 55.0 28.8 XO • <£
»vori\xng on pxdxies 31.1 32.7 "3A 9
Collecting
Stamps 11.1 28.3 A
J\I1ILK —KllclCK.5 7.7 25.0 A7 ^O f .9
rnonograpn recoru.s 36.1 37.2 9A 7
Programs 10.0 25.0 65.0
Hobbies
Photography 31.1 46.6 <c<c .9
Keeping a scrap book 13.9 33.8 52.3
Model railroads 17.8 33.3 48.9
Making or Building
Model Airphanes 27.2 41.6 31.2
Woodworking 34.4 45.0 20.6
Machinery
Designing
•forking on
27.7
42.2
31.1
36.1
41.2
21.7

m30
TABLE IV (Continued)
)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY % MILDLY % NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Motion Pictures
Attending 65.5 30.5 4.0
Acting in 14.5 30.0 55.5
Directing 14.5 21.1 64.4
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 18.3 32.7 49.0
Attending 38.3 50.5 10.7
Writing 10.6 13.3 76.1
Directing 12.8 22.2 65.0
Radio and Television
Listening 72.2 24.4 3.4
Acting in 14.5 32.7 52.8
Automobiles
Driving 90.5 7.2 2.3
Building 31.1 31.1 37.8
Working on 50.5 28.8 20.7
U. b. Services
Army 20.0 42.2 37.8
Navy 36.6 36.6 26.8
Marines 27.7 46.6 25.7
Air Force 45.0 31.6 23.4
Classes
English 22.8 50.0 27.2
Reading 33.3 45.0 21.7
Writing 13.3 46.1 40.6
Speaking 20.0 45.0 35.0
Science 47.7 35.5 16.8
Mathematics 27.7 40.0 32.3
Social Studies 40.5 43 .3 16.2
Home Economics 8.8 32.7
Industrial Arts 38.3 31.6 30.1
s
J
Music 26.1 35.5 38.4
Art 27.2 39.4 33.4
Physical Education 69.4 21.1 9.5
Famous People
Read about 36.1 51.1 12.8
Meet 57.7 31.6 10.7

TABLE IV (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA $ GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Current Events
Politics
Names-in-the-news
National
International
20.6
23.9
44.4
35.0
46.6
55.0
43.3
48.3
32.8
21.1
12.3
16.7
HomemakLng
Decorating
Cooking
Sewing
Building
24.4
18.3
1.6
46.6
37.2
41.1
15.0
38.8
38.4
40.6
83.4
14.6
Careers and Vocations
Doctor
Lawyer
Plumber
Teacher
Carpenter
12.2
10.0
6.6
13.3
23.3
29.4
27.7
24.4
20.6
35.5
58.4
62.3
69.0
66.1
41.2
Books
Fiction
Non-fiction
Classics
51.1
41.6
19.5
38.8
47.7
42.2
10.1
10.7
38.3
Animals
Owning
Raising
Training
63.8
51.1
51.1
25.5
27.7
30.5
10.7
21.2
18.4
Dancing
Social
Square
Folk
59.4
26.6
8.8
37.7
36.6
11.8
35.7
54.6
Clothes
Designing
Being in style
XL I U Ullt; X XdilU-o
Making your own
10.0
60.5
5.0
5.0
21.1
27.7
30.0
10.6
68.9
11.8
84.4
Li
School Activities
Glee Club
mcer—cxass acozvities
12.2
25.0
28.3
53.3
59.5
d±» (
•4
V>2
TABLE IV (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
$ MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Class Parties
Yearbook
School newspaper
41.6
39.4
28.3
39.4
40.5
39.4
19.0
20.1
32.3
Popular Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
81.1
31.1
7.7
16.1
37.2
16.7
2.8
31.7
75.6
Classical Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
46.6
18.9
5.0
35.5
27.7
11.7
27.9
53.4
83.3
Art
Painting
Drawing
Sculpture
Architecture
23.3
37.7
7.7
27.2
37.7
37.7
27.2
29.4
39.0
24.6
65.1
43.4
Farming
General
Dairying
Chicken
26.6
30.0
15.6
37.2
30.5
30.0
36.2
39.5
54.4
Humor and Jokes
Reading
Hearing
Writing
Telling
65.5
76.1
16.1
55.5
27.2
18.9
33.8
31.6
7.3
5.0
50.1
12.9
Industries
Automobile
Aviation
Radio-Television
44.7
43.3
U2.7
37.7
41.1
39.4
17.9
15.6
17.9
Magazines
D ~ r\ ki rrrcedCLLng
Writing for
Drawing for
Selling
62.7
10.6
20.0
8.8
30.5
28.3
26.6
21.7
k ft
61.1
53.4
69.5

TABLE IV (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF BOYS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY $ MTLDLY % NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Newspapers
Reading 62.7 31.6 5.7
Reporting for 23.9 36.1 40.0
Writing for 14.5 23.3 62.2
Selling 7.2 20.6
Religion
Attending Church 62.2 30.5 7.3
Teaching Sunday School 7.7 29.4 62.9
Church clubs 26.6 42.7 30.7
Other religions 17.8 33.8 48.4
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 57.7 35.5 6.8
Good taste in clothes 72.2 22.8 5.0
Conversational ability 63.3 30.5 6.2
Being popular 59.2 34.4 8.4
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 55.5 25.0 19.5
Labor Problems 36.1 51.1 12.8
i4
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TABLE V
PREFERENCES OF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
si im r\T v
INTERESTED
yo JMU1 Al
ALL INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in
Watching
54.8
61.2
32.6
31.2
12.6
7.6
Outdoor Activities
Skiing
Fishing
Hunting
Gardening
22.2
21.4
16.3
22.1
39.2
35.7
25.1
47.9
38.6
42.9
58.6
JO.O
Adventure
Reading about
Writing about
Exploration
50.3
12.2
47.6
33.4
30.2
30.5
16.3
cry i57.6
21.9
Travel
U. S. A.
Foreign Lands
80.8
61.1
14.2
2/.0
5.0
11.9
Aviation
Travelling in planes
Flying planes
Working on planes
52.0
21.6
6.2
32.6
27.2
10.2
15.4
51.2
83.6
Collecting
Stamps
Knick-knacks
Phonograph records
Programs
5. 1
38.8
66.2
36.3
18.9
34.8
21.8
75.4
26.4
12.0
Hobbies
Photography
Keeping a scrap book
Model railroads
35.1
41.1
3.4
41.6
20.9
23.2
on &
<C\J • o
75.7
Making or Building
Model Airplanes
Woodworking
4.8
11.9
13.6
19.5
81.6
68.6
Machinery
Designing
Working on
10.7
8.1
13.3
24.5
76.0
67.4
•4
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TABLE V (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED
$ MILDLY
INTERESTED
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Motion Pictures
Attending
Acting in
Directing
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in
Attending
Writing
Directing
Radio and Television
Listening
Acting in
Automobiles
Driving
Building
Working on
U.S. Services
Army
Navy
Marines
Air Force
Classes
English
Reading
Writing
Speaking
Science
Mathematics
Social Studies
Home Economics
Industrial Arts
Music
Art
Physical Education
Famous People
Read about
83.9
34.9
23.5
45.6
80.6
16.7
15.0
88.2
30.2
88.4
3.0
6.0
15.4
28.0
20.9
30.8
32.5
54.1
28.0
28.3
21.2
22.0
37.3
60.5
13.4
43.2
39.2
46.1
38.5
75.8
12.7
29.9
26.0
29.9
14.6
28.9
32.3
9.5
35.8
8.2
8.2
21.4
25.9
22.2
22.2
19.8
48.8
23.0
37.8
37.0
40.9
31.9
31.3
27.8
24.2
34.7
31.4
31.0
46.8
16.1
3.4
35.2
50.5
24.5
4.8
54.4
52.7
2.3
34.0
3.4
88.8
72.6
58.7
49.8
56.9
49.4
18.7
22.9
34.2
34.7
37.9
46.1
31.4
11.7
62.4
22.1
29.4
22.9
14.7
8.1
*
TABLE V (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED
% GREATLY
INTERESTED
INTEREST AREA % MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Current Events
Politics
Names-in-the-news
National
International
Homemaking
Decorating
Cooking
Sewing
Building
Careers and Vocations
Doctor
Lawyer
Plumber
Teacher
Carpenter
Books
Fiction
Non-fiction
Classics
Animals
Owning
Raising
Training
Dancing
Social
Square
Folk
Clothes
Designing
Being in style
In other lands
Making your own
School Activities
Glee Club
Inter-class activities
20.7
33.8
30.1
23.9
59.8
60.7
47.0
15.0
12.8
12.4
3.0
17.5
4.6
82.0
54.6
34.2
66.5
50.3
46.1
82.0
68.3
43.9
47^2
80.9
25.0
51.1
43.6
44.4
35.0
41.5
41.2
38.9
31.6
24.9
30.6
28.9
23.0
17.4
5.5
29.4
9.9
15.5
30.8
37.3
22.2
26.4
29.5
14.9
19.6
26.5
27.2
13.3
38.5
24.4
27.9
35.2
44.3
24.7
28.7
37.2
8.6
14.4
22.4
56.1
64.2
70.2
91.5
53.1
85.5
2.5
14.6
28.5
11.3
23.3
24.4
3.1
12.1
29.6
25.6
5.8
36.5
24.5
28.5
18.4
i*
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TABLE V (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Class Parties
Yearbook
School newspaper
68.6
56.8
47.3
19.8
24.3
33.9
11.6
18.9
18.8
Popular Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
92.9
50.8
11.4
4.5
30.5
20.8
2.6
18.7
67.8
Classical Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
51.3
25.4
3.6
28.6
19.5
11.1
20.1
55.1
85.3
Art
Painting
Drawing
Sculpture
Architecture
29.8
36.4
17.3
13.6
33.5
33.4
20.2
16.5
37.7
30.2
62.5
69.9
Farming
General
Dairying
Chicken
25.2
20.4
17.1
34.6
33.3
27.7
40.2
46.3
55.2
Humor and Jokes
Reading
Hearing
Writing
Telling
73.4
82.0
24.5
49.7
16.8
15.6
34.1
39.1
9.8
2.4
41.4
11.2
Industries
Automobile
Aviation
Radio-Television
24.7
25.0
41.2
24.3
27.8
26.9
51.0
47.2
31.9
Magazines
Reading
Writing for
Drawing for
Selling
87.0
16.9
24.1
8.3
10.0
30.5
21.3
23.5
3.0
52.6
54.6
68.2
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TABLE V (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF ALL GIRLS SURVEYED
INTEREST AREA 56 GREATLY °h MILDLY % NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Newspapers
Reading 75.0 20.2 4.8
Reporting for 41.6 26.7 31.7
Writing for 20.0 32.1 47.9
Selling 4.1 17.9 78.0
Religion
Attending Church 73.9 17.3 8.8
Teaching Sunday School 24.6 29.0 46.4
Church Clubs 32.1 33.8 34.1
Other Religions 27.7 29.4 42.9
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 81.7 12.7 5.6
Good taste in clothes 87.5 8.5 4.0
Conversational ability 78.6 14.2 7.2
Being popular 68.2 21.1 10.7
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 75.2 15.0 9.8
Labor Problems 30.4 46.2 23.4
-
TABLE VI
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
jo MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in
Watching
5ft 9JO . 7
66.0
JJ • 7
32.1
7.2
1.9
Outdoor Activities
Skiing
Fishing
Hunting
Gardening
Pft ^
25.0
23.2
23.2
"3Q 9
33.9
26.7
64.3
32.3
41.1
50.1
IP ^
Adventure
Reading About
Writing About
Exploration
51.7
16.
53.5
32.1
28.5
30.5
16.2
55.5
16.
Travel
U.S.A.
Foreign Lands
82.1
53.5
1A..2
30.5
3.7
16.
Aviation
Travelling in planes
Flying planes
Working on planes
50.1
8.9
35.7
p^ p
12.6
14.2
51.8
78.5
Collecting
Stamps
Knick-knacks
Phonograph Records
Programs
ft 9
42.9
64.2
44.6
32.1
19.8
28.5
69.7
25.0
16
26.9
Hobbies
Photography
Scrap Book
Model Railroads
41.
60.7
5.
39.2
28.5
32.5
19.8
10.8
62.5
Making or Building
Model Airplanes
Woodworking
8.9
17.8
8.9
21.5
82.2
60.7
Machinery-
Designing
Working on
10.8
12.6
14.2
23.2
75.
64.2
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TABLE VI (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
1JM liliixilibl Ait&A % GREATLY % MILDLY /o NVL A
I
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Motion Pictures
Attending 83.9 12.6 3.5
Acting in 19.8 35.7 44.5
Directing 8.9 30.4 An nOU. 1
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 42.9 41.0 1 A 110 .1
Attending 83.9 14.2 n q1.7
Writing 12.6 23.2 64.2
Directing 10.8 35.7 53.5
Radio and Television
Listening 94.6 3.5 X. 7
Acting in 23.2 33.9 42.9
Automobiles
Driving 89.2 8.9 i- . 7
Building' 5.3 8.9 OJ . o
Working on 5.3 17.8 qfO.7
J. S. Services
Army 19.8 28.5 >>-!-• 1
Navy 25. 30.4 LI, A
Marines 21.5 25. ?30
Air Force 33.9 19.8 1 A ^4o .3
Classes
English 25. 60.7 14.3
Reading 57.1 14.2 <co. r
Writing 26.7 37.5 35.0
Speaking 23.2 46.4 OA 13U.4
Science 17.8 58.9 O .3
Mathematics 23.2 37.5 3V.3
Social Studies 26.7 39.4 33.9
Home Economics 64.2 28.5 7.3
Industrial Arts 16.0 25.
Music 39.4 55.3
Art 30.4 39.4 30.2
Physical Education 60.7 25. 14.3
Famous People
Read About 50.0 41.1 8.9
Meet 75.0 21.4 3.6
_

41
TABLE VI (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY % MILDLY > NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERli^Tii-D
Current Events
roj_Ltics 14.3 41.1 44. 6
Names-in-the-news 35.7 50.0 14.3
National 30.
A
50.0 19 .6
International 1A.2 41.1 44.7
iomemaking
Decorating 53 5 41.1 5.4
Cooking 69.6 26.8 3.6
Sewing 64.2 26.8 9.0
Building 21 L 35.7 42.9
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 17.8 28.5 53.7
Lawyer 19.6 17.8 62.6
Plumber 3 6 7 1 89.3
Teacher 25 41.1 33.9
Carpenter 5 3 10.8 83.9
3ooks
Fiction 14.3 l.o
Non-fiction 39 3 14.3
Classics 28- 5 4A.6 26.9
mimals
Owning 37.5 14.3
Raising 28.5 35.7 3i>.o
Training 30.3 34. 35.7
]Dancing
26.7 1.7Social 71.4
Square J
Folk pu.x ±7 .0
Clothes
26.Designing 33.9 40.1
Being in style 78.5 16. 5.5
In other lands 17.8 50. 32 2
Making your own 50.1 32.2 17.7
School Activities
Glee Club 62.5 25. 12.5
Inter-class activities 58.9 26.7 14.4
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TABLE VI (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
% GREATLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
INTEREST AREA % MILDLY
INTERESTED
Class Parties
Yearbook
School Paper
Popular Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
Classical Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
Art
Painting
Drawing
Sculpture
Architecture
Farming
General
Dairying
Chicken
Humor and Jokes
Reading
Hearing
Writing
Telling
Industries
Automobiles
Aviation
Radio-Televi sion
Magazines
Reading
Writing for
Drawing for
Selling
66.
60.7
58.9
91.
42.8
17.8
57.
17.7
3.7
23.2
30.3
17.7
17.9
12.5
8.9
10.8
75.0
75.0
LV.2
42.8
12.6
26.7
41.1
87.5
17.9
14.2
12.6
23.2
23.2
33.9
5.3
35.7
17.8
37.5
24.6
10.8
48.2
35.7
17.9
17.8
41.0
26.8
21.5
21.5
21.5
35.7
44.6
32.1
30.3
30.3
10*8
17.9
10.8
32.1
10.8
16.1
7.2
3.7
21.5
64.4
5.5
57.7
85.5
28.6
34.0
64.4
64.3
46.5
64.3
67.7
3.5
3.5
50.1
12.6
55.3
43.0
28.6
1.7
64.2
75.0
55.3
f
TABLE VI (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 1,000 TO 7,500
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY $ MILDLY 70 NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Newspapers
Reading 71.5 25. 3.5
Reporting for 26.7 26.7 46.6
Writing for 12.6 32.1 55.3
Selling 7.3 25. 67.7
Religion
Attending Church 73.2 17.9 8.9
Teaching Sunday School 25.0 41.1 33.9
Church Clubs 33.9 44.6 21.5
Other Religions 26.8 41.1 32.1
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 76.7 17.7 5.6
Good Taste in Clothes 85.7 12.6 1.7
Conversation Ability 80.3 10.8 8.9
Being Popular 69.6 25.0 5.4
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 75* 17.7 7.3
Labor Problems 17-8 62.5 19.7

TABLE VII
PREFERENCE OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA ck GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
$ NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in
Watching
Outdoor Activities
Skiing
Fishing
Hunting
Gardening
Adventure
Reading about
Writing about
Exploration
Travel
U. S. A.
Foreign Lands
Aviation
Travelling in planes
Flying planes
/forking on planes
Collecting
Stamps
Kni ck-knacks
Phonograph records
Programs
Hobbies
Photography
Keeping a scrap book
Model railroads
Making or Building
Model Airplanes
Woodworking
Machinery
Designing
"Working on
50.6
55.1
16.8
15.7
12.3
30.3
49.4
10.1
52.8
77.6
61.
S
53.9
16.8
5.6
3.3
37.1
71.9
37.1
29.2
23.6
2.2
2.2
10.1
15.7
5.6
30.3
31.4
38.2
34.8
21.3
29.2
30.3
25.8
25.8
13.4
25.8
25.8
29.2
4.4
19.1
37.1
19.1
30.3
44.9
47.2
15.7
17.9
15.7
12.3
25.8
19.1
13.5
45.0
49.5
66.4
40.5
20.3
64.1
21.4
9.0
12.4
20.3
54.0
90.0
77.6
25.8
9.0
32.6
25.9
29.2
82.1
79.9
74.2
72.
68.6

TABLE VII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
' $ MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
Motion Pictures
Attending
Acting in
Directing
Plays and Dramatics
Acting in
Attending
Writing
Directing
Radio and Television
Listening
Acting in
Automobiles
Driving
Building
Working on
U. S. Services
Army-
Navy
Marines
Air Force
Classes
English
Reading
Writing
Speaking
Science
Mathematics
Social Studies
Home Economics
Industrial Arts
Music
Physical Education
Famous People
Read about
Meet
84.3
43.8
31.4
42.7
83.2
17.9
14.6
86.6
32.6
86.6
2.2
7.8
8.9
32.6
15.7
24.7
34.8
46.1
26.9
25.8
20.2
13.4
57.3
56.2
6.7
34.8
32.6
28.1
76.4
13.4
26.9
24.7
20.2
11.2
28.1
23.6
13.4
35.9
8.9
6.7
21.3
23.6
11.2
17.9
19.1
41.6
29.2
38.2
24.7
26.9
28.1
24.7
26.9
13.4
19.1
37.1
56.2
10.1
2.3
29.3
43.9
37.1
5.6
54.0
61.8
31.5
4.5
91.1
70.9
67.5
56.2
66.4
56.2
23.6
24.7
34.9
49.5
52.9
58.5
28.0
16.9
79.9
46.1
30.3
15.7
13.5

TABLE VII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
liM i JMUliO 1 AtuLA $ GREATLY % MILDLY °/o NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Current Events
ruiiuics 30.3 19.1 50.6
wanies—in—une—ne ws 37.1 25.8 37.1
iMcLT/lUnclJ. 34.8 25.8 39.4
33.7 25.8 40.5
Homemaking
Decorating 55.1 34.8 10.1
Cooking 37.1 30.3 32.6
sewing 20.2 38.2 41.6
dulining 6.7 20.2 73.1
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 5.6 14.6 79.8
jjcivvyex 7.8 12.3 79.9
Plumber 3.3 4.4 92.3
Teacher 10.1 17.9 72.0
Carpenter 4.4 4.4 91.2
Books
r lction 83.2 14.6 2.2
nOIl~i XCLlOil 74.2 8.9 16.9
Classics 47.2 24.7 28.1
An t mill qnil 1 ILtnJ. a
Owning 75.3 15.7 9.0
XldllSlXlg 70.8 16.8 12.4
Training 55.1 24.7 20.2
Dancing
So cial 86.6 10.1 3.3
Square 67.4 15.7 16.9
r Oik 39.3 20.2 40.5
Clothes
Designing 52.8 13.4 33.8
Being in style 85.4 10.1 4.5
44.9 22.4 32.7
Making your own 46.1 13.4 40.5
School Activities
Glee Club 28.1 30.3 41.6
Inter-class activities 48.3 28.1 23.6
r
TABLE VII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA fo GREATLY % MILDLY % NOT AT
INTERESTED INT^RjiSTji/D ALL INTERESTED
Class Parties 85.4 12.3 2.3
Yearbook 49.4 22.4 28.2
School newspaper 51.7 17.9 30.4
Popular Music
Listening to 92.2 6.7 1.1
Playing 58.4 22.4 19.2
Composing 8.9 21.3 69.8
Classical Music
Listening to 28.1 22.4 49.5
Playing 22.4 17.9 59.7
Composing 2.2 10.1 87.7
Art
Painting 16.8 26.9 56.3
LTdWing OQ O 30.3 40.5
Sculpture 17.9 13.4 00. 1
Architecture 10.1 4.4 85 5
Farming
General 37.1 35.9 27.0
Dairying 40.4 43.8 15.8
unicken 31.4 34.8 33.8
Humor and Jokes
Reading 74.2 6.7 19.1
Hearing 92.2 7.8
Writing 47.2 28.1 24.7
Telling 63.2 27.8 9.0
Industries
Automobile a.
6
15.7 42.7
Aviation 26.9 17.9 55.2
Radio-Televis ion 44.9 19.1 36.0
Magazines
Reading 88.8 8.9 2.3
Writing for 16.2 44.4 39.4
Drawing for 35.9 24.7 39.4
Selling 6.7 13.4 79.9
47

TABLE VII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OF 7,500 TO 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY % MILDLY % NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Newspapers
Reading 82.1 13.4 4.5
Reporting for 61.8 21.3 16.9
Writing for 32.8 35.7 31.5
Selling 6.7 93.3
Religion
Attending Church 70.8 19.1 10.1
Teaching Sunday School 15.7 17.9 66.4
Church Clubs 23.6 22.4 54.0
Other religions 23. 6 24.7 51.7
Social Good Manners
Etiquette 86.6 8.9 4.5
Good taste in clothes 89.9 3.3 7.4
Conversational ability 85.4 10.1 4.5
Being popular 64.1 17.8 18.1
Citizenship
Race Discrimination 80.9 11.2 7.9
Labor Problems 52.8 21.3 25.9

TABLE VIII
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
% GREATLY
INTERESTED
% MILDLY
INTERESTED
INTEREST AREA fo NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Sports and Athletics
Participating in
Watching
Outdoor Activities
Skiing
Fishing
Hunting
Gardening
Adventure
Reading About
Writing About
Exploration
Travel
U.S.A.
Foreign Lands
Aviation
Travelling in Planes
Flying Planes
Working on Planes
Collecting
Stamps
Knick-knacks
Phonograph Records
Programs
Hobbies
Photography
Keeping a Scrap Book
Model Railroads
Making or Building
Model Airplanes
Woodworking
55.0
62.6
21.4
23.5
13.4
13.0
50.0
10.5
36.5
82.7
68.0
52.1
23.1
4.1
5.0
36.5
62.6
27.3
35.2
39.0
3.2
3.3
7.9
33.6
30.2
40.3
38.6
27.3
50.4
37.8
36.5
35.2
15.1
24.7
36.5
29.4
13.8
16.4
35.2
26.5
34.8
40.7
38.6
14.6
14.2
21.4
11.4
7.2
38.3
37.9
59.3
36.6
12.2
33.0
28.3
2.2
7.3
11.4
47.5
82.1
78.6
28.3
10.9
37.9
24.1
22.4
82.2
82.5
70.7
Machinery
Designing
Working on
5.8
6.2
80.8
69.1
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TABLE VIII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA $ GREATLY £ MILDLY % NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
Motion Picture
Attending 83.6 11.3 5.1
Acting in on ~x 31.6
Directing 30o2 22.9 46.9
i laj/ o CU1U. Ul cLiucL 0 _L
Acting in 51.2 28.6 20.2
Attending (U» ( 1 A 1. 6.9
Writing 19.7 35.7 44.6
19.7 37.8 1.0 <>
Radio and Television
Listening 83.6 11.7 4.7
Acting in 27.4
Automobiles
Driving 89.4 7.0 3.6
Building 1.6 9.2 89.2
Working on 5.0 25.1 69.9
U» 0» JClVltss
Army 17.6 25.6 56.8
Navy- 26.5 25.1 48.4
Marines 25.6 23.9 50.5
Air Force 33.9 20.6 45.5
• Classes
English 17.2
Reading 59.2 25.6 15.2
Writing 30.6 37.8 31.6
Speaking 28.1 39.9 32.0
Science 25.6 36.9 37.5
Mathematics 29.4 30.2 40.4
Social Studies 28.1 40.7 31.2
61.3 28.1 10.6
Industrial Arts 17.6 34.4 48.0
Music 55.4 29.8 14.8
Art 47.0 24.7 28.3
Physical Education 45.0 31.0 24.0
Famous People
Read About 37.4 43.2 19.4
Meet 76.0 16.8 7.2
r
TABLE VIII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
?b GREATLY c7 1 ft t r\T v70 MlLDLl fO Vi\J X ill
INTERESTED INTERESTED ATT TNTfi'RS'QTVn
Current Events
Poli tips 17.6 45.0 37-4
28.6 48.7 22 7
Wat. "5 onal 25.1 47.8 27 1
23.9 49.9 26 2
Homemaking
70.8 18.9 J.U..J
75.6 17.6 A ft0.0
56.7 26.9 XO.q.
DIX 1 1 CI 1 11 g 17.1 31.0 SI Q?X • 7
Careers and Vocations
Doctor 15.1 26.0 58.9
T J3 1ATVT^ T»Xjo. AJr CI 10.0 24.2 A7 ft
Pi iimhAY* 2.1 5.0 92 97<- • 7
17.6 29.4
Carpenter 4.1 14. ( 81.2
78.9 17.6 3-5
Won—fi f»tion 43.2 44.2 12.6
Classics 26.9 42.8 30.3
Animals
Own inn* 76.0 13 .4 10.6
IIAXO -U.X£ 51.6 26.9 21.5
Training 52.9 29.8 17.3
UcLUC-LUg
88.2 7.9 3.9
59.2 26.9 13.9
r oxk. 42.4 29.0 28-6
Clothes
Designing 55.0 28.1 16.9
Being in Style 78.9 13.8 7.3
In Other Lands 12.5 43.2 44.J
Making your own 57.1 27.7 15.2
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TABLE VIII C Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY
INTERESTED
$ MILDLY
INTERESTED
% NOT AT
ALL INTERESTED
School Activities
Glee Club
Inter-class Activities
Class Parties
Yearbook
School Newspaper
40.3
26.0
54.6
60.5
31.4
28.6
50.8
33.9
27.3
49.9
31.1
23.2
11.5
12.2
18.7
Popular Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
95.7
51.2
7.5
1.6
33.5
23.5
2.7
15.3
69.0
Classical Music
Listening to
Playing
Composing
68.9
36.1
5.0
26.0
26.0
12.5
5.1
37.9
82.5
Art
Painting
Drawing
Sculpture
Architecture
49.5
49.9
16.3
12.9
25.6
34.4
29.4
27.3
24.9
15.7
54.3
59.8
Farming
General
Dairying
Chicken
26.0
12 1
9.2
26.9
29
26.9
47.1
58.5
63.9
Humor and Jokes
Reading
Hearing
Writing
Telling
71.2
79.0
12.1
43.2
22.2
17.6
38.6
45.0
6.6
3.4
49.3
11.8
1
Industries
Automobile
Aviation
Radio-Television
20.1
21.4
37.8
25.1
35.2
31.4
54.8
43.4
30.8
Magazines
Reading
Writing for
84.8
16.8
10.5
29.4
4.7
53.8
(<
TABLE VIII (Continued)
PREFERENCES OF GIRLS: COMMUNITIES OVER 25,000
INTEREST AREA % GREATLY % MILDLY % NOT AT
INTERESTED INTERESTED ALL INTERESTED
Drawing for 22,2 28.6 49.2
Selling 5.8 25.1 69.1
Newspapers
6.4Reading 71.4 22.2
Reporting for 36.5 32.3 1.2
Writing for 14.7 28.6 56.7
Selling 5.0 22.2 72.8
Religion
Attending Church 77.7 15.1 7.2
Teaching Sunday School 33.1 28.1 38.8
Church Clubs 39.0 34.4 26.6
Other Religions 32.7 22.5 44.3
Social Good Manners
Etiquette
c Good Taste in Clothes
Conversational Ability
Being Popular
Citizenship
Race Discrimination
Labor Problems
81.9
87.0
70.1
70.9
69.7
20.6
11.7
9.6
21.8
20.6
16.3
55.0
6.4
3.4
8.1
8.5
14.0
24.4
c
TABLE IX
0RD3R OF PREFjSR£2JC£ OF BOYS IN PART II
(Communities of 1,000 to 7,500)
1. Sports and Athletics
2. Farming
3. Outdoor Activities
4. Machinery
5. Aviation
6. U. S. Services
7. Dancing
8. Popular Music
9. Careers and Vocations
10. Travel
rC
TABLE X
ORDER OF PRBFERiiNC.2 OF BOYS IN PART II
(Communities of 7,500 to 25,000)
1. Sports and Athletics
2. Outdoor Activities
3. Travel
4. Automobiles
5. U. S. Services
6. Dancing
7. Adventure
8. Careers and Vocations
9. Animals
10. Popular Music
rr
TABLE XI
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF BOYS IN PART II
(Communities of Over 25,000)
1. Sports and Athletics
2. Travel
3. Outdoor Activities
4. Automobiles
5. U. S. Services
6. Popular Music
7. Aviat ion
8. Dancing
9. Careers and Vocations
10. Machinery
rc
TABLE XII
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF GIRLS IN PART II
(Communities of 1,000 to 7,500)
1. Dancing
2. Homemaking
3. Sports and Athletics
4. Careers and Vocations
5. Clothes
6. Outdoor Activities
7. Popular Music
8. Social Good Manners
9. School Activities
10. Travel
cc
TABLE XIII
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF GIRLS IN PART II
(Communities of 7,500 to 25,000)
1. Dancing
2. Clothes
3. Homemaking
4. Popular Music
5. Travel
6. Sports and Athletics
7. Social Good Manners
8. Careers and Vocations
9. Outdoor Activities
10. Motion Pictures
r
TABLE XIV
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF GIRLS IN PART II
(Communities of Over 25,000)
1. Dancing
2. Homemaking
3. Clothes
4. Travel
5. Popular Music
6. Sports and Athletics
7. Outdoor Activities
8. Religion
9. Social Good Manners
10. Books

TABLE XV
RESULTS OF FREE WRITING IN PART III: ALL BOYS
Sex education in schools
How to get along with girls
Family relations
Marriage
Ways of people and how to get along with them
Managing a business
Retail selling
Midget auto racing
Trapping for furs
Debating clubs
Transpo rtation
Horticulture
Philosophy
Industrial efficiency
Forestry
Meteorology
United World Federalists
Socialism
Psychiatry
Obstetrics
Astronomy
Technique of teaching
Archaeology
Psychology
Languages
Ownership and responsibility of a business
People
Drafting
Being alone
Scouting
Girls
Construction work
Be-bop
Conservation of game and natural resources
Diesel engineering
Electronics
Atomic bomb
Environment
Small business
Research
Astronomy

TABLE XV (Continued)
RESULTS OF FREE WRITING IN PART III: ALL BOYS
Rochester Royals
Advertising
Examining catalogues
Local characters
Going overseas

TABLE XVI
RESULTS OF FREE WRITING IN PART III: ALL GIRLS
Family life and problems
The right thing to do on a date
Dating
Getting married
Care of a baby-
Being a mother
Social service work
Family relations
Raising a family
Boy-girl relationships
Home responsibilities
Human relations
Child care
Marriage
Sex education and bodily structures
Divorce
Psychiatry
Feople
Psychology
I would like to learn more about people
Enjoy company of other students
Philosophy of life
Personality traits
Emotional conduct
The human mind
Psychoanalysis
Writing letters to people I have never met
Business world and how I can fit in it
Linotype operator
Business office
Success in life
Red Cross work
Clubs, sorororities and fraternities
More work done by school and not outside
Clerical work
Just living
Life
How to start a business
Study people
Discussing the universe and space
Nursing

TABLE XVI (Continued)
RESULTS OF FREE WRITING IN PART III: ALL GIRLS
Myself
French and English royalty
Retailing
Dietician
Secretary
How to get along with people
Interest in foreign people
Puzzles
Missionaires
r
TABLE XVII
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF ALL BOYS
Sports and Athletics
Outdoor Activities
Travel
Automobiles
U. S. Services
Dancing
.Aviation
Popular Music
Careers and Vocations
Animals
-
TABLE XVIII
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF ALL GIRLS
Dancing
Homemaking
Clothes
Sports and Athletics
Travel
Popular Music
Outdoor Activities
Social Good Manners
School Activities
Careers and Vocations

TABLE XIX
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF ALL STUDENTS
Sports and Athletics
Dancing
Outdoor Activities
Travel
Homemaking
Popular Music
Careers and Vocations
Social Good Manners
D. S. Services
Clothes

TABLE XX
MAINE SCHOOLS
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF BOYS IN PART II
(Rural)
1. Sports and Athletics
2. Outdoor Activities
3. Travel
4. Aviation
5. Machinery
6. Automobiles
7. U. S. Services
8. Motion pictures
9. Careers
10. Popular Music
((
TABLE XXI
MAINE SCHOOLS
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF GIRLS IN PART II
(Rural)
1. Dancing
2. Sports and Athletics
3. Homemaking
4. Clothes
5. outdoor Activities
6. Careers
7. Travel
8. School Activities
9. Popular Music
10. Plays and Dramatics
c
TABLE XXII
MAINE SCHOOLS
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF BOYS IN PART II
(Suburban)
1. Sports and Athletics
2. Travel
3. Outdoor Activities
4. Careers
5. Machinery
6. Automobiles
7. Aviation
8. Industries
9. U. S. Services
10. itadio and Television

TABLE mil
MAINE SCHOOLS
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF GIRLS IN PART II
(Suburban)
1. Travel
2. Dancing
3. Homemaking
4. Clothes
5. popular Music
6. Sports and Athletics
7. Outdoor Activities
8. Careers
9. Books
10. Social Good Manners

TABLE XXIV
MAINE SCHOOLS
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF BOYS IN PART II
(City)
1. Sports and Athletics
2. Outdoor Activities
3. Travel
4. Careers
5. Automobiles
6. Machinery
7. U. S. Services
8. Aviation
9. Popular Music
10. Adventure
f
TABLE XXV
MAINE SCHOOLS
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF GIRLS IN PART II
(City)
1. Dancing
2. Homemaking
3. Clothes
4. Travel
5. Sports and Athletics
6. Popular Music
7. Outdoor Activities
8. Careers
9. Social Good Manners
10. Motion Pictures
t
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
In many instances this study revealed a remarkable consistency of
choice among students from small, medium and large communities. It is
significant to note that the first choice of all groups of boys was sports
and athletics. Among the boys, outdoor activities appeared among the first
three choices in all three groups. The single item circled more times than
any other by boys was driving automobiles. This item was circled as first
choice by 90.1$ of all boys in the survey, with 90.8$ of rural boys circling
it as first choice.
The next most frequently circled item was travel in the U. 3. A.
This item was circled by 84.5$ of all boys in the survey, with 89$ of the
suburban boys circling it as first choice.
Student reaction to classes and class activities revealed physical
education as first choice, having been circled as of great interest by 71.5$
of all boys in the survey. Industrial Arts, circled by 59.1$ was second
choice among the boys. Writing, a sub-topic under English, was the least
popular, accounting for 11.7$ of the total boys' first choices.
Magazines and newspapers rated high. 73.9$ of all boys were greatly
interested in reading magazines, and 68.2>i> were greatly interested in
reading newspapers. Fiction was circled as first choice by 61$ of all boys
in the survey, with non-fiction accounting for 42.6$ of the same group.
Listening to popular music was very high in the survey, accounting for the
first choice of 83.6$ of all boys. Race discrimination, a sub-topic under
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citizenship, was circled as of great interest by 59?<> of all boys.
Students were given the opportunity to express their interest in
five different types of writing, under five different main topics. It may
be significant that in all cases the percentage of first choice among boys
dropped noticeably from the item preceding it. 47.7/<? of the boys were
greatly interested in reading about adventure but only 12.4$ were greatly
interested in writing about it. As previously stated, writing, as an
English class activity, rated lowest on the survey among all boys. 54/° of
all boys were not at all interested in writing for newspapers, although
only 32. 7> indicated no interest in reporting.
A consistently high item was social good manners and the sub-topics
related to it. 66.3$ of all boys were greatly interested in etiquette,
while 66.8/0 were greatly interested in conversational ability. Motion
picture attendance was also high, accounting for 76.6/; of all boys.
The first choice among all groups of girls was dancing. Homemaking
appeared among the first three choices of girls from small, medium and large
communities. Listening to popular music was circled as first choice by
92.9% of all girls surveyed. This item was circled by more girls than any
other on the questionnaire. Driving automobiles, first choice among the
boys, was circled by 88.4>» of all girls, thus becoming item number two in
popularity among the girls.
Reading magazines was high among girls, accounting for 87$ of all
girls surveyed. In most cases, writing fell below other items in a category,
as it did among the boys. The exception to this was writing as an English
class activity, which was circled as of great interest to 28$ of all girls.

Science, Mathematics and Industrial Arts were checked fewer times than
writing. The most popular class among the girls was Home Economics, having
been checked by 60.5/t> of girls as of great interest. Reading, as an
English class activity, however, was rated high, accounting for 54.1$ of
all girls in the survey.
Social good manners rated somewhat higher among girls than among the
boys. 81.7$ of all girls are greatly interested in etiquette, while 78. 6/0
are greatly interested in conversational ability. 7.2% are not at all
interested in conversational ability. Social dancing which was circled as
of great interest to 59.5;» of boys was similarly circled by 82> of all girls.
Items common to both boys and girls, as reflected in responses to
Fart II of the questionnaire, are: sports and athletics, outdoor activities,
dancing, travel, and popular music. These items appeared among the first
ten choices of all six groups.
A study of the interest areas, after they had been tabulated revealed
that the interests of non-college students, as represented by this survey,
are varied, yet consistent. There is a high degree of consistency among
boys' and girls' interests in the survey. Certain items, however, as might
be expected, reflected the sex of the student; such as homemaking, working
on machinery, home economics, industrial arts, hunting, etc.
Criticisms of study and suggestions for further research . As all
previous surveys studied the interests of college and non-college students
alike, a comparison between this stu and a previous one would be less
valuable than a comparison of this study and a survey of college preparatory
students.

Because this study was concerned exclusively with the terminal
student, and because all existing studies are concerned with high school
students in general, a survey designed solely for the college preparatory
student would be valuable in pointing up the difference between the two
groups
.
Another study of interests, in which the student would be permitted
to write freely without the promptings of a questionnaire might serve as a
means of learning more about student interest, as it would do away with th
possibility of suggesting items to the students which might not reflect
their real interests.
(
CHAPTii* VI
ABSTRACT OF THESIS
The purpose of this investigation is to discover the interest areas
of the non-college twelfth-grade student. Because leading educators have
recognized the importance of obtaining student interest in order to improve
the teaching-learning situation at all levels, the writer desired to find
the areas of interest of students who are, at present, experiencing their
last formal education. The study seeks, then, to present in a simple, easy-
to-understand form, the areas of interest of non-college twelfth-grade
students.
John Dewey*" states that if interest can be secured in a given set of
facts, one may be perfectly sure that the pupil will direct his energies
toward mastering those facts. Accepting this as the guiding philosophy of
the investigation, the writer believes that through the use of known interests,
teachers of the Language Arts may be enabled, more successfully, to motivate
their students, and thus improve the teaching and learning of the long-
neglected terminal pupil. An effort to re_ch this type of student on his
own level, through his own interests, should result in proof of Professor
Dewey's statement.
The most practical method of obtaining the necessary data was by use
of an interest-area survey questionnaire or check list. Before the
questionnaire was prepared, however, the writer surveyed eight recent
John Dewey. Op. Cit.
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textbooks in the field of the Language Arts, and grouped assignments
suggested therein according to the areas of interest which they represented.
Next, unpublished theses, written at Boston University and Columbia
University, and concerned with student preference, were surveyed for
additional suggested areas of interest. Teachers in the field of the
Language Arts made helpful suggestions for improvement of the questionnaire,
and were cooperative in administering it to 250 of their students in the
Boston area. The questionnaire wj.s finally revised and sent out to the
following schools in western New York State:
The communities in which the survey was made were classified under
three divisions:
1. Communities of 1,000 to 7,500 population.
2. Communities of 7,500 to 25,000 population.
3. Communities over 25,000 population.
A total of 710 students marked the questionnaire.
The survey showed that in western New York State, the following
interests were highest, and were, moreover, common to both boys and girls
in all three community breakdowns: sports and athletics, outdoor activities,
dancing, travel, popular music, social good manners, and motion pictures.
Dancing, homemaking and clothes rated highest among girls, and sports and
Lima High School
Pavilion Central School
Avon Central School
South Byron Central School
Le Roy High School
Madison High School
Monroe High School
Marshall High School
Charlotte High School
Rochester, New York
Rochester, New York
Rochester, New York
Charlotte, New York
South Byron-, New York
Le Roy, New York
Pavilion, New York
Avon, New York
Lima, New York
-
athletics, outdoor activities and travel were highest among boys. Boys
from communities of 1,000 to 7,500 population chose farming as second choice,
however. Travel was a consistently high item, having been listed among the
first ten choices of all groups surveyed. Such items as driving an
automobile, dancing, popular music, reading magazines, fiction, and
adventures were consistently high among all groups. Reading was popular
among the groups surveyed, but writing, especially as an .English class
activity, was rated low by all groups.
Percentages of choices are available from which one can determine
what is interesting and what is not interesting to boys and girls of this
age and grade level in the schools sampled. Because this s-anple includes
710 pupils from three different types of communities, these interests may be
representative of non-college students' interests throughout the country.
The principal difficulty in this type of study is the fallibility of
the questionnaire. Listed items provide suggestions to students which they
may check or circle without indicating their true preference. Further study
in the field of terminal student interest might include a survey of interests
based upon a completely free writing technique. Another study which might
prove valuable is a survey of interests of college preparatory students in
order to find how they differ from the groups represented in this
investigation.
As far as this writer's research has found, this is the first interest
study devoted exclusively to the terminal high -school student. There are
many questions concerning this group left unanswered, and many problems still
unsolved.
I
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INTEREST AREA SURVEY
R. E. Brairton and W. W. Hall
BOSTON UNIVERSITY
To the student: This is not a test. Do not think of it as an assignment. It is a questionnaire for find-
ing out just what things are most interesting to you. By following the simple direc-
tions below, you will help us discover the interests of students on your grade level.
DIRECTIONS: After each of the following topics, there are three numbers, 1, 2, and 3.
If you are greatly interested in the subject, circle 1
.
If you are mildly interested in the subject, circle 2.
If you are not at all interested in the subject, circle 3.
THIS MEANS THAT YOU WILL CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EVERY
ITEM.
In the space marked "others," write in any topic of interest to you that is not listed.
Please check one:
1. Sports and Athletics
Participating in
Watching
Others
Boy Girl
2. Outdoor Activities
Skiing
Fishing
Hunting
Gardening
Others
3. Adventure
Reading about
Writing about
Exploration
Others
4. Travel
U. S. A.
Foreign Lands
Others
PART I
5. Aviation
Travelling in planes
Flying planes
Working on planes
Others
6. Collecting
Stamps
Knick-knacks
Phonograph records
Programs
Others
7. Hobbies
Photography
Keeping a scrap book
Model railroads
Others
8. Making or Building
Model Airplanes
Woodworking
Others
9. Machinery
Designing 12 3
Working on 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
10. Motion Pictures
Attending 12 3
Acting in 12 3
Directing 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
11. Plays and Dramatics
Acting in 12 3
Attending 12 3
Writing 12 3
Directing 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
12. Radio and Television
Listening 12 3
Acting in 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
13. Automobiles
Driving 12 3
Building 12 3
Working on 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
14. U. S. Services
Army 12 3
Navy 12 3
Marines 12 3
Air Force 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
15. Classes
English 12 3
Reading 12 3
Writing 12 3
Speaking 12 3
Science 12 3
Mathematics 12 3
Social Studies 12 3
Home Economics 12 3
Industrial Arts 12 3
Music 12 3
Art 12 3
Physical Education 12 3
Others f 12 3
1 2 3
i
16. Famous People
Read About 12 3
Meet 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
17. Current Events
Politics 12 3
Names-in-the-news 12 3
National 12 3
International 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
18. Homemaking
Decorating 12 3
Cooking 12 3
Sewing 12 3
Building 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
19. Careers and Vocations
Doctor 12 3
Lawyer 12 3
Plumber 12 3
Teacher 12 3
Carpenter 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
20. Books
Fiction 12 3
Non-fiction 12 3
Classics 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
t
21. Animals
Owning 12 3
Raising 12 3
Training 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
22. Dancing
Social 12 3
Square 12 3
Folk 1 2 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
23. Clothes
Designing 12 3
Being in style 12 3
In other lands 12 3
Making your own 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
24. School Activities
Glee Club 1 2 3
Inter-class activities 12 3
Class Parties 12 3
Yearbook 12 3
School newspaper 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
25. Popular Music
Listening to 12 3
Playing 12 3
Composing 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
26. Classical Music
Listening to 12 3
Playing 12 3
Composing 12 3
Others 1 2 3
1 2 3
27. Art
Painting 12 3
Drawing 12 3
Sculpture 12 3
Architecture 12 3
Others 12 3
.
1 2 3
28. Farming
General 12 3
Dairying 12 3
Chicken 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
29. Humor and Jokes
Reading 12 3
Hearing 12 3
Writing 12 3
Telling 1 2 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
30. Industries
Automobile 12 3
Aviation 12 3
Radio-Television 12 3
Others 1 2 3
1 2 3
31. Magazines
Reading 12 3
Writing for 12 3
Drawing for 12 3
Selling 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
32. Newspapers
Reading 12 3
Reporting for 12 3
Writing for 12 3
Selling 1 2 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
33. Religion
Attending Church 12 3
Teaching Sunday School 12 3
Church clubs 12 3
Other religions 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
34. Social Good Manners
Etiquette 12 3
Good taste in clothes 12 3
Conversational ability 12 3
Being popular 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
35. Citizenship
Race Discrimination 12 3
Labor Problems 12 3
Others 12 3
1 2 3
PART II
List in the order of your own personal preference the five main, numbered topics appearing in Part I
that interest you most, (i. e. dancing, adventure, machinery, etc.).
1st choice
2nd choice
3rd choice
4th choice
5th choice
PART III
List any other topics, not already suggested in Part /, which interest you. These may include things
about which you would like to learn more, or things about which you would like to talk to others.
They will be the things you enjoy doing or talking about or thinking about.
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